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MKTG 4340-02 Fall 2020.
Individual Research Paper

The Individual Research Paper is intended to be a brief, research-based snapshot of the country assigned to you. You are expected to research the topic assigned to you and, based on your research,  and prepare a 7-8 page report (double-spaced, 12 point font, excluding the title page and appendices, if any).  You will also make a 5 minute presentation via remote delivery. 

Topic:
Your Individual Research Paper will be on the cultural environment of a country assigned to you. Assignment of countries will be posted on Blackboard by 5 pm on Monday, August 31.

Content:
You must research into the cultural environment of the country assigned to you. Your research must include the following aspects of culture (see Chapter 4 for an understanding of culture):
· Language
· Religion
· Arts and entertainment; literature; sports
· Food
· Social customs and rituals
· Values

The Paper:
The paper must have a cover page with a title and your name. There is no need for a table of contents or for the paper to be bound.
The paper must begin with an introduction of the country and the purpose of the paper. This is to be followed by your description of the research findings about the various aspects of the culture. You must end with a conclusion of your paper, including things you found interesting. Please organize your paper into sections with sub-heads.
You must have at least five different sources for your research. Excessive sourcing from one or two sources will not be acceptable. All sources must be listed in a bibliography at the end. See the following sections about acceptable and unacceptable sources.
The paper must originally written, based on your research. See the last section for originality and plagiarism rules.
The main body of the paper must be 7-8 pages double spaced, with 12point font. Illustrations and graphs may be added as an appendix. 
The paper must be well-written, with attention to grammar, punctuation and typing. Writing errors will cause a deduction in your grade. If your paper has more than 12 errors (writing, grammar, typing, formatting), you will not receive a grade for it. 



Submission:
The paper is due by 12:00 noon on November 23rd.
· You must also submit an electronic copy (editable MS-Word file only) through the Blackboard link.
· Your file should be named as follows:
· “ 4340_Individual Paper_Your last name_first name”.doc
Presentations:
Presentations will be scheduled on November 23rd, 30th and December 2nd.  You will be informed in advance about the presentation modality and your presentation time.

Grading
	The following general guidelines will be used for grading:
· More than 12 writing errors (of all types): no grade.
· Does not meet basic expectations of a college senior-level paper; inadequate research; carelessly put together, otherwise poorly written: D, C.
· Meets expectations, covers the required areas, no serious writing errors: mid-high B.
· Excels at meeting expectations, good writing and presentation of material: low- mid A.
· Above and beyond expectations: mid to high A.
For high quality papers, the page limit will be relaxed to 10 pages maximum.
Of the 50 points allocated, 40 points will be for the paper, and 10 points for the presentation.

What kind of sources are acceptable?
· Your sources cannot all be websites.  While you may access information from the Internet, at least one source should be a research document (article in a scholarly journal, white paper published by a think tank, or an in-depth report in reputable media).
· Sources such as Wikipedia, where anyone can contribute information and there is little or no verification, are not acceptable.
· Sources that have been published for reasons such as tourism or personal guides are not acceptable. In other words, you should verify that the party behind the source is a reputable agency/organization/expert, and not somebody off the street.
· There are many Internet sources that have been put up by people with little expertise, and with the intention of selling something or as a personal pet project. These are not considered acceptable sources.
· UNACCEPTABLE SOURCES: The use of papers and/or presentations available at sources such as (but not limited to) 
· Scribd.com, 
· Slideshare.com, 
· Docstock, 
· Chegg, etc.
is unacceptable. Such work is considered someone else’s research, and is not acceptable even with citation.

Plagiarism Rules:
· Plagiarism includes:
· Passing off a report written by anyone other than the student, whether procured from third parties or completed by third parties.
· Copy-and-paste of material and use of material verbatim (word for word). The use of material verbatim with minimal changes will be treated as plagiarism.
· The use of a citation in the bibliography does not excuse copy-and-paste and verbatim usage.
· The use of material verbatim is only allowed for quotations. Quotations can only contain something said by an actual person. Descriptive information cannot be used in quotes. Quotes should not exceed ten sentences total throughout the paper.
· The use of charts, maps and other graphics is permitted on a limited basis, provided the source is identified immediately under the item being used.
· The Professor will use plagiarism detection software and web-sites, and may coordinate with other faculty in order to detect plagiarism.
· Students found to engage in plagiarism will receive serious penalties, up to an F in the course and disciplinary action by the University.

